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 Legislative Update{ 
Protection of Personal Information Bill 

The Subcommittee of the Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio Committee 

tasked with deliberating on the Protection of Personal Information Bill is scheduled to 

meet this Friday, 21 May.  

CǊƛŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

Bill since deliberations on 8 and 9 April. A revised draft of the Bill is not yet available but is 

ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ CǊƛŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 

Meeting details 

Date:  21 May 2010 

Time: 09h00 

Venue: Committee Room M46, Ground Floor, Marks Building, Parliament 

 

Intellectual Property Laws Amendment Bill 

The Intellectual Property Laws Amendment Bill was tabled in Parliament on 21 April 2010.  

¢ƘŜ .ƛƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƳŜƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ Lt ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘ 

recognition and protection of traditional performances, terms and expressions of 

indigenous origin, related geographical indications and traditional designs of indigenous 

origin. 

The Bill also aims to create: 

¶ A National Council to oversee traditional intellectual property 

¶ A national database to record traditional intellectual property 

¶ A national trust and trust fund in respect of traditional intellectual property 

¶ A legislative framework for the payment of royalties in respect of traditional 

performances 

{ǘŀǘŜ [ŀǿ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ōǊƛŜŦ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ 

Committee on the Bill. Public hearings have not yet been advertised. The Committee aims 

to finalise the Bill in the 3rd parliamentary term of 2010, commencing in late July. 

Meeting details 

Date:  19 May 2010 

Time: 09h00 

Venue: Committee Room V475, Fourth Floor, Old Assembly Building, Parliament 

 

Draft Taxation Laws Amendment Bills 

A briefing by National Treasury/SARS on the Draft Taxation Laws Amendment Bills 

scheduled for earlier in the month was postponed and will now take place on 18 May at 

09h00 in Committee Room V475, Fourth Floor, Old Assembly Building, Parliament. 

Public Hearings scheduled for 1-2 June have been postponed. New dates have not yet 

been announced. 

2 

http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=120912


 

zPublic hearings 3 

Protection of Information Bill 

tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ !Ř IƻŎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

written comments on the Protection of Information Bill [B6-2010]. 

The Bill seeks to provide for the categorisation and protection of information held by the 

state.  

Submissions may be addressed to: The Secretary to Parliament, PO Box 15, Cape Town 

8000, for attention Ms N Mbuqe who may be reached on (t) 021 403 2319, (f) 021 465 

2857 or nmbuqe@parliament.gov.za. 

The closing date for written submissions is 25 June 2010. Public Hearings will be held on 

21 and 22 July. 

 

South African Reserve Bank Amendment Bill 

The Standing Committee on Finance is calling for Submissions on the South African 

Reserve Bank Amendment Bill [B10-2010]. 

The Bill will amend provisions of the Reserve Bank Act of 1989 relating to the election of 

directors to the Board and will allow for the possibility of the Governor and Deputy 

Governors being re-appointed for terms of less than five years. Importantly, in order to 

avoid abuse, the Bill will strengthen provisions that limit shareholding.  
Submissions may be directed to Committee Secretary Mr Bradley Viljoen, Standing 

Committee on Finance, 3rd Floor, 90 Plein St, Cape Town 8001. Enquiries may be directed 

to Mr Viljoen at bviljoen@parliament.gov.za, (t) 021 403 3759, (f) 021 403 3942. 

The closing date for written submissions is 28 May 2010. Public Hearings will be held on 2

-4 June 2010. 

 

Reviewing the Constitution 

The South African Constitution contains a provision requiring both Houses of Parliament 

to jointly review the Constitution at least annually.  

tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜǾƛŜǿ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ǘƘǳǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

from the public on sections of the Constitution that they feel require review.  

Enquiries and submissions may be directed to Ms Pat Jayiya, Committee Section, PO Box 

15, Cape Town 8000. Ms Jayiya may also be contacted on (t) 021 403 3661, (f) 086 697 

5384.  

The closing date for submissions is 28 May 2010. 

The Constitution may be accessed online and in all 11 official languages on the 

/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ:  

 

http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=118894
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=121754
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=121754
http://www.constitutionalcourt.org.za/site/theconstitution/thetext.htm


 

zBills in Parliament 4 

APPROPRIATION BILL [B3-2010]  
Introduced:  2 March 2010 
Committee: Standing Committee on Appropriations  
Objective: The Appropriations Bill provides for the release of budgeted funds from 
  the national revenue to fund the public service.  
Status:  Hearings were held on 4, 5, 7, 11 % 12 May 2010. The Bill will be  
  deliberated on 18 & 19 May 2010. The National Assembly is scheduled 
  to consider the Bill on 26 May 2010. 
 
NEW: BLACK AUTHORITIES ACT REPEAL BILL [B9-2010] 
Introduced: 21 April 2010 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Rural Development and Land Reform 
Objective: To repeal the Black Authorities Act of 1951. 
Status:  Briefing held on 12 May 2010. Deadline for written comments is 11 June 
  2010. Public hearings are scheduled for 20 & 21 July 2010. Submissions 
  will be considered on 28 July 2010. The Committee will deliberate on 4 
  & 11 August 2010. 
 
CONSTITUTION 17TH AMENDMENT BILL [B9-09] 
Introduced: 13 August 2009  
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development  
Objective: The Bill seeks to amend the Constitution to allow national government 
  the power to override local government in matters currently falling  
  ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ άƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ  
  ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎƛŜǎέΦ   
  LŦ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛƭƭ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
  structure of government. Allowing national government to override  
  municipal decisions would effectively erode the constitutional  
  independence granted to local government and see the return of a  
  hierarchical structure of government with power concentrated at  
  national level.  
Status:  The Portfolio Committee which has yet to set a programme for hearings 
  and deliberation of the Bill.  
 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAWS AMENDMENT BILL [B8-2010] 
Introduced: 21 April 2010 
Committees: Portfolio and Select Committees on Trade and Industry.  
Objective: ¢ƘŜ .ƛƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƳŜƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ Lt ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ  
  the broad recognition and protection of traditional performances, terms 
  and expressions of indigenous origin, related geographical indications  
  and traditional designs of indigenous origin. The Bill also aims to create: 
  a National Council to oversee traditional intellectual property; a national 
  database to record traditional intellectual property; a national trust and 
  trust fund in respect of traditional intellectual property; and a legislative 
  framework for the payment of royalties in respect of traditional  
  performances. 
Status:  The Committee will be briefed on the Bill on 19 May 2010. Further  
  meetings have yet to be scheduled. 
 
 

Click on titles to download 
Recent additions are highlighted in red. 

http://www.treasury.gov.za/legislation/bills/2010/bill32010.pdf
http://www.treasury.gov.za/legislation/bills/2010/bill32010.pdf
http://www.treasury.gov.za/legislation/bills/2010/bill32010.pdf
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=122244
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=105458
mailto:lpadayachee@bpo.co.za?subject=Document%20Request%20-%20Draft%20Intellectual%20Property%20Laws%20Amendment%20Bill
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PREVENTION AND COMBATING OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS BILL [B7-2010] 
Introduced:   15 March 2010 
Committees: Portfolio Committee  on Justice and Constitutional    
  Development and the Select Committee on Security and Constitutional 
  Development 
Objective:  The Bill comes as a result of an enquiry by the South African Law  
  Reform Commission into human trafficking. It deals with issues such as 
  forced labour, child exploitation, extra-territorial jurisdiction and the  
  status of foreign victims. The law will bring South Africa in line with UN 
  protocols on human trafficking.  
Status:   The Committee was briefed on 23 March 2010. No further meetings  
  have been held. 
 
PROTECTION FROM HARRASMENT BILL [B1-2010]  
Introduced: 5 February 2010 
Committees:  Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development 
Objective: The Bill supplements domestic violence legislation by providing for  
  individuals to apply to the Court for a protection order against  
  harassment. The Bill grants magistrates the power to subpoena any  
  person as a witness to proceedings. It also provides for protection  
  orders to an order for the removal of weapons from the respondent. All 
  protection orders  will include a suspended sentence against the  
  respondent so that in the event of an order being violated, police may  
  arrest the respondent on sight. 
Status:  Committee has yet to schedule meetings on the Bill. 
 
PROTECTION OF INFORMATION BILL [B6-2010] 
Introduced: 9 March 2010 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development 
Objective: Provide a regulatory framework for the protection, classification and  
  declassification of state information and crimes of unlawful disclosure, 
  including espionage. 
Status:  Briefings were held on 7 & 14 May 2010. Deliberations will take place on 
  21 May 2010. The Committee will consider public submissions on 28  
  May and 1 & 4 June 2010. Public Hearings are scheduled for 20-22 July 
  2010. Further deliberations for 27 & 30 July, and 10 & 17 August 2010. 
 
PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION BILL [B9-09] 
Introduced: 25 August 2009 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development 
Objective: The most high profile bill introduced in 2009, it seeks to provide for the 
  regulation of all aspects of the collection, use, disclosure, storage of and 
  ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ άǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
  logistical implications for business. 
BUSA position: In October 2009, the Committee held public hearings on the Bill. While 
  supporting the Bill, the BUSA submission called for implementation to  
  be carefully managed so as to minimize the cost to business. BUSA  
  expressed its disappointment at the Bill not being previously tabled at  
  NEDLAC despite requests to the Department of Trade and Industry.  
Status:  Public hearings took place in October. The Committee is in the process 
  of deliberating on the Bill. See page 2 for more detail. 
 
 

http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=118892
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=116584
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=118894
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=105938
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SAFETY AT SPORTS AND RECREATION EVENTS BILL [B7-09]   
Introduced: 8 July 2009 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Sport and Recreation 
Objective: The Bill aims to promote and protect all persons and property at sports   
  ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƭƭ ƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ   
  recent disasters at local sporting events.  
Status:  Public hearings were held in Parliament and in provinces from August to   
  October 2009. The National Assembly approved the Bill and referred it   
  to the NCOP for concurrence on 18 February. 
 
SOCIAL ASSISTANCE AMENDMENT BILL [B5-2010] 
Introduced: 2 February 2010 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Social Development 
Objective: The Bill amends the Social Assistance Act of 2004 to insert a definition   
  ŦƻǊ ΨŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƎǊŀƴǘ   
  and the appeals process related to disability applications. 
Status:  Public hearings were held on 20 & 21 April.  The Committee deliberated   
  on the Bill on 4 May and is scheduled to do so again on 18 May. 
 

SOUTH AFRICAN POSTBANK BILL [B14-09]   
Introduced: 6 November 2009 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Communications  
Objective: The Bill will make Postbank a wholly owned subsidiary company of the   
  Post Office, the first step in Postbank becoming a stand-alone    
  company, with its services extending to lending facilities.  The Bill will   
  bring Postbank under the canopy of the Banks Act, and empower it to   
  offer a full range of banking services, as stipulated in the Act. It will also   
  make the bank subject to financial services sector regulations, such as   
  the Financial Intelligent Sector Act (FICA), from which it was previously   
  exempt. 
Status:  Public hearings took place on 24 March 2010. Deliberations are    
  scheduled for 18 and 25 May 2010. 
 
SOUTH AFRICAN POST OFFICE BILL [B2-2010] 
Introduced: 18 February 2010 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Communications 
Objective: To provide for the continued existence and governance of the South    
  African Post Office. The Bill is being passed in tandem with the South   
  African Postbank Bill, with which it should be read.  
Status:  Public hearings were held on 23 March 2010. The Committee will    
  deliberate on the Bill in the 3rd term of 2010, which begins in late July. 
 
NEW: SOUTH AFRICAN RESERVE BANK BILL [B10-2010] 
Introduced: 6 May 2010 
Committee: Standing Committee on Finanace 
Objective: Amend the Reserve Bank Bill to provide for matters relating to the    
  appointment of Directors to the Board, and to strengthen provisions    
  limiting shareholding in order to prevent abuse. 
Status:  Committee briefed on 12 May 2010. See page 3 for details of public    
  hearings. 
 
TRADITIONAL COURTS BILL [B15-2008] 
Introduced: 7 July 2009 
Committee: Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development 
Objective: The Bill will replace the Black Administration Act of 1929 and lay the    
  foundation for legislation governing Traditional Courts.   
Status:  Committee was briefed by the Department on 1 September 2009.    
  Further meetings have yet to be scheduled. 
 
 
  

http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=103608
mailto:lee.padayachee@busa.org.za?subject=Request%20for%20Social%20Assistance%20Amendment%20Bill%20
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=111314
http://www.parliament.gov.za/live/click.php?URL=%2Fcontent%2FBill+2+-+2010+South+African+Post+Office+Bill%7E1.pdf&Src=Item+116
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=121754
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=80588

