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This week we bring the you the first of a 2-part special edition 
focussing on 16 new Bills recently tabled in Parliament.  



 

NEW BILLS{ 
To download a bill, click on its title. 
 

DEFENCE AMENDMENT BILL [B11-2010] 

The Bill applies to the Reserve Force of the South African National Defence Force 

(SANDF). 

¢ƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ {!b5CΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƭƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ CƻǊŎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ  

conclude a contract setting out periods of service and to comply with call-up orders. The 

Bill will also allow the Minister of Defence to extend the period of service of Reserve 

Force members with their concurrence. The Bill provides for the establishment of a 

Defence Force Commission to provide advice and a mandate to the Minister in respect of 

improving the conditions and service benefits for members of the SANDF. 

The Portfolio Committee on Defence and Military Veterans (whose meetings are usually 

closed to the public) held public hearings on the Bill on 3, 4 and 11 August. 

 

GEOSCIENCE AMENDMENT BILL [B12-2010] 

The Bill intends strengthening the mandate of the Council for Geoscience, which will 

allow the Council to play a greater role in research and development in the mining and 

petroleum industries.  

In particular, the Council will be tasked with inter alia:  

¶ Promoting the search for, and exploitation of, any minerals and petroleum in 

South Africa 

¶ Undertake geoscientific research and related technological development 

¶ Acting as a national advisory authority in respect of geohazards related to 

infrastructure and development, and  geo-environmental pollution arising 

from the mineral and petroleum industries  

¶ Serving as the national custodian of geotechnical information, exploration 

and prospecting information, as well as all other geoscientific information 

relating to the earth, the marine environment and geomagnetic space  

The Council will continue to be managed by a Board. However, although seats have been 

allocated for one representative each from the mining industry, petroleum industry and 

from commerce, the Chamber of Mines and the Industrial Development Corporation will 

no longer be entitled to nominate the representative from mining and commerce 

respectively.  

A new seat has been allocated to an official of National Treasury. Remaining seats will be 

allocated to one official each from the Departments of Mineral Resources, Water and 

Environmental Affairs, Rural Development and Land Reform, Science and Technology, as 

ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ άǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƻǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 

ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅέΦ 
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DEEDS REGISTRIES AMENDMENT BILL [B13-2010] 

The Bills makes no substantial amendments to deeds registries. Its main objective it to 

amend the principle Act to update obsolete expressions contained in it.  

The Bill will also: 

¶ Provide for the conformity of practices in deeds registries across South Africa 

¶ Extend the duties of a registrar 

¶ Provide for the full disclosure of names and marital status on registered deeds 

¶ Delete references to a registrar for mining titles or mining commissioner acting as 

a registration officer 

SECTIONAL TITLES AMENDMENT BILL [B14-2010] 

The Bill amends the Sectional Titles Act of 1986 to:  

¶ Redefine the boundaries between certain sections and common property 

¶ Regulate the substitution of bonds registered in respect of different pieces of land 

shown on the sectional plan 

¶ Provide for the issuing of certificates of real rights of extension and certificates of 

real right of exclusive use areas at the opening of a sectional title register 

¶ Provide for the issuing of a certificate of registered sectional title in respect of a 

fraction of undivided share in a section 

¶ Further provide for the vesting of rights of exclusive use areas where an owner 

ceases to be a member of a body corporate 

¶ Provide for the cancellation of exclusive use area rights 

Public hearings on the Deeds Registries Amendment Bill and Sectional Titles Amendment 

Bill are expected to take place on 17 and 18 August 2010. 

INDEPENDENT POLICE INVESTIGATIVE DIRECTORATE BILL [B15-2010] 

The Bill will give effect to a provision of the Constitutional requiring that an Independent 

Investigative Directorate (IID) be established to independent oversight of the South 

African Police Service and Municipal Police Services. The Directorate will be independent 

from the police service but will report to the Minister of Police.  

In practise, the Directorate already exists in the form of the Independent Complaints 

Directorate (ICD) ς a body that predates the Constitution. The Bill will change the name of 

the ICD to the IID in order to brand it as a body that operates independently of the police 

and with a focus on conducting investigations of offences committed by police members 

rather than merely receiving complaints. 

¢ƘŜ LL5Ωǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 

service, during its investigations, with a view to recommending appropriate interventions. 

 

 

http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=126398
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=126357
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CIVILIAN SECRETARIAT OF POLICE BILL [B16-2010] 

Like the Independent Police Investigate Directorate Bill, this Bill aims to give effect to a 

constitutional provision requiring Parliament to establish a civilian secretariat to conduct 

civilian oversight of the police.  

The Secretariat will monitor, assess and evaluate the police service, and report its findings 

to the Minister of Police. It will also provide the Minister with policy advice and support, 

and implement a partnership strategy to mobilise stakeholders, including civil society 

organisations. 

The Bill also provides for a cooperative framework between the Secretary for the Police 

Service and the heads of provincial departments responsible for policing, with the 

purpose of aligning the work of the Secretariat and its provincial counterparts. 

Public hearings on the Independent Police Investigative Directorate Bill and the Civilian 

Secretariat of Police Bill have been ongoing since 3 August. 

 

CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT BILL [B17-2010] 

The Bill revises provisions in the South African Citizenship Act relating to the acquisition 

of citizenship by birth, descent or naturalisation. 

The Bill now allows for children born in South Africa to non-South African parents  to 

acquire citizenship through naturalisation upon reaching the age of majority. This will 

effectively allow the children of both legal and illegal immigrants to acquire citizenship if 

the child has lived in South Africa from birth. 

The Bill also lists a new condition for the loss of South African citizenship: If a South 

African citizen engages in war under the flag of a country that the South African 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ΨŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΩΣ ƘŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΦ 

Hearings on the Bill are scheduled to take place on 17 August 2010. 

 

BIRTHS AND DEATHS REGISTRATION AMENDMENT ACT [B18-2010] 

Parents now have 30 days after the birth of a child in which to register the birth with the 

Department of Home Affairs, failing which a procedure for late registrations will apply. 

The Act previously allowed for parents to register a child within the first year of its birth. 

The Act also provides for:  

¶ The registration of funeral undertakers - only registered undertakers may 

register deaths in terms of the Act. 

¶ The recording of adoptions and related name changes of the adopted child 

 

http://www.polity.org.za/article/civilian-secretariat-for-police-service-bill-b16-2010-2010-07-28
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=127990
http://www.polity.org.za/article/births-and-deaths-registration-amendment-bill-b18-2010-2010-07-16

