
Parliamentary 

Newswatch 
Keeping Business Informed 

Contents 

Calls for Comment 

Amendments to Property  

Legislation ...................................2 

 

Q&A 

Cabinet Responses to Parliamentary 
Questions  ...................................3 

 

 

In Committees 

DTI Briefing on Trade Policy ........4 

 

General Info 

Bills Status ...................................5 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we…. 
 

Profile recent calls for comment on amendments to the Deeds Registries and 

Sectional Title Acts (page 2).  

Highlight recent responses from Cabinet Ministers on the proposed National 

Health Insurance Scheme, support and success of emerging farmers, and the 

conclusion of agreements with independent power producers (page 3). Unpack 

the recently tabled Protection of Personal Information Bill (page 4). 

Review a government briefing to Parliament  on South Africa’s trade policy and 

strategic framework (page 5). 

Conclude with the current status of bills (page 6).  
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Please note 

These Bills have not yet been 

tabled at Parliament. The 

current call for comment is for 

Departmental purposes of 

revision only.  

Once the bills have been 

formally tabled, the 

parliamentary committee to 

which they have been referred 

will make a subsequent call for 

comment from the public.  

Also published for comment by the Department of Rural Development and 
Land Reform was the draft Sectional Titles Amendment Bill, 2009.  

Amendments contained in this Bill are largely technical, with the general ob-
jective of clarifying ambiguities and removing inconsistencies in the Sectional 
Titles Act. Some of the sections of the Act that the Bill seeks to amend are:  

S5(5)(a)  - to allow for the median line of a section to always pass through 
the centre of exterior windows, doors and other structures built into the 
section’s exterior walls, floors and ceilings. 

S15B - to provide for the issuing of a certificate of registered sectional 
title in respect of a fraction of an undivided share in a unit in a sectional 
title scheme. 

S24(6)(d) - to address difficulties encountered by the conveyancing fra-
ternity in obtaining the consent of every mortgagee in a scheme if the 
extension of a section would result in a deviation of more than 10% in 
the participation quota of any section. 

S27(1) - to render the registration of exclusive use areas depicted in a 
sectional plan obligatory and make it impossible to register a sectional 
plan partially.  

Comment can be emailed to Mr S Lefafa at slefafa@dla.gov.za by no later 
than 7 September 2009. Mr Lefafa:  012 338 7227 / 071 622 9658 
 

Amendments: Property Legislation 

Deeds registries amendment draft bill 

Sectional Titles Amendment Bill  

The Department of Rural Development and Land Reform has published the 

draft Deeds Registries Amendment Bill, 2009 for public comment.  

The Bill provides for various technical amendments to the Deeds Registries 

Act of 1937 including: 

Deleting the reference to a registrar of mining titles or a mining 
commissioner acting as a registration officer; 

Providing for the appointment of alternate members to the 
deeds registries regulations board; 

Providing for the disclosure of full names and marital status of 
persons in all deeds and documents in a deeds registry; and  

To provide for the issuing of a certificate of registered title in 
respect of a fraction of an undivided share in land. 

Comment can be emailed to Mr S Lefafa at slefafa@dla.gov.za by no later 

than 7 September 2009. Enquiries: Mr S Lefafa: 012 338 7227 / 071 622 9658 
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Responses in Numbers 

37.4% - Percentage of 

South African agricultural 

produce exported in 

2008 

R1.7 billion— 

Total value of  

prizes distributed by 

the National Lottery to date 

539 896— the number 

of temporary jobs created 

by the Expanded Public Works 

Programme in 2008/9.  

 

 

 

 

R907 million—  

the amount of Telkom  

revenue lost due to 

copper cable theft in  2008/9 

4034—the number  

of newly qualified  

teachers appointed  

in permanent posts in public 

schools in 2009.  
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Health—National Health Insurance Scheme 
Responding to a parliamentary question on the cost of the proposed National 

Health Insurance Scheme, the Minister of Health tabled the following 

response this week:   

“The process of developing a detailed framework for the implementation of a 

national health insurance system for South Africa has reached an advanced 

phase. The teams responsible for this work are still refining the estimates to 

ensure accurate figures are provided for use in the planning and 

implementation processes. The models will be finalised once the stakeholders 

and the public have been consulted as this might change the estimates.”  

Energy—Independent Power Producers 

Questioned by a Member of Parliament on the reasons for the delay in the 

conclusion of a power purchase agreement between Eskom and the 

Independent Power South Africa (Ipsa) gas-generated electricity plant, the 

Minister of Public Enterprises responded that the lack of sustainable funding 

was at issue. Eskom could not commit to transactions with Independent 

Power Producers (IPPs) until an appropriate funding framework and enabling 

environment was agreed to by all stakeholders, which would allow Eskom to 

fully recover costs over the life of such agreements.  

Currently, the Department of Energy is finalising the regulation, while the 

Regulator is deciding the cost recovery mechanism. Eskom, working with 

other key stakeholders is finalizing funding solutions. The Minister did not 

indicate a timeframe for conclusion of the agreements.  

Q&A: Government Responds 

A written question from a Member of Parliament on the success of land 

redistribution projects drew the following responses from the Minister of 

Rural Development and Land Reform:  

2 864 farms have been acquired in total by the Department at a cost of 

R6.2 billion.  

29%  of Land Redistribution for Agricultural Development (LRAD) projects 

(redistributed farms) are unproductive and a further 22% will become 

unproductive if no agricultural support is received.  

Insufficient agricultural support and limited LRAD grants have been some 

of the reasons identified for the failure of farms.  

The Department is currently working with Provincial Departments of 

Agriculture, local farmers and Agri-business to develop a program to 

provide support to struggling farmers.  

Land Reform—Emerging Farmers 



Dr Mzukisi Qobo, chief director responsible for trade policy development at 

the Department of Trade and Industry , gave a presentation to the Portfolio 

Committee on International Relations and Cooperation this week on the DTI’s 

Trade Policy and Strategy Framework.  

The following key points were made:  

Tariff policy will be decided primarily on a sector-by-sector basis and 

dictated by the needs of sector strategies. The DTI has adopted a 

strategic trade policy that assumes a developmental approach to tariff 

reform. Tariff policy would set the terms of engagement in international 

trade negotiations.  

Strategic trade  policies aim at shifting the structure of products and 

exports away from commodity dependence towards sophisticated, value-

added production. Managing this shift requires strategic collaboration 

between government and business.  

Trade policy is currently focused on labour-intensive, employment-

creating activities. Since 2007, tariff policy has aimed at lowering tariffs 

on capital-intensive industries as they produce inputs required by labour-

intensive industries. Jobs created per unit of investment is highest in the 

agricultural sector, evidence of its high potential for employment and 

poverty alleviation. 

Intra-African trade remains important to South Africa and needs to be 

enhanced from its current low of 10% of total exports. The Southern 

African Customs Union (SACU) has the potential to deepen integration in 

SADC and globally, but this will require SACU members to forge common 

trade and industrial policies where production value chains in agriculture 

and industry are developed. Economic Partnership Agreements currently 

being negotiated by the European Union threaten to weaken SACU. 

At the World Trade Organisation’s Doha Round of trade negotiations, 

South Africa will not accept a deal in which its obligations supersede the 

benefits received. It is generally believed that developed countries’ high 

expectations on industrial goods are not supported by cuts in Agriculture, 

thus eroding the Round’s development context.  

Future trade policy will look at initiating programmes on the following 

new generation issues: 

Services 

Investment, competition, intellectual property, government 

procurement, labour and the environment 

“behind the border” protection measures that impede access to 

developed country markets 4 

Shifting Trade Policy 

In Committees: Trade and Development 



Title  
Date of 

Introduction  
Status 

In the National Assembly  

Traditional Courts Bill  

[B15-2008] 
7 July 2009 

Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio Committee:  

Briefing 26 August 2009  

 

Criminal Law (Forensic 

Procedures) A/Bill 

[B2-2009] 

Revived 7 July 2009 Still to be referred to a committee. 

Safety at Sports and Recreational 

Events Bill  

[B7-2009]  

8 July 2009 

Committee Briefed on 11 August. Public Hearings in Parliament 

18-21 August 2009. Hearings in Provinces 7, 9, 11, 14 & 16 

September 2009. 

Constitution  17th A/Bill  

[B8-09] 
13 August 2009 

Referred to Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio 

Committee— committee to set programme. 

Protection of Personal Information Bill 

[B 9-09] 

 

25 August 2009 

 

The Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio 

Committee is expected to advertise call for comments Mid-

September. Public Hearings expected in October. 

In the National Council of Provinces  

National House of Traditional 

Leaders Bill 

[B56B-09] 

Revived 7 July To be referred to committee. 

Cooperative Governance & 

Traditional Affairs 
Revived 7 July To be referred to committee. 

Traditional Leadership & 

Governance Framework 

Amendment Bill 

[B57B-08] 

Revived 7 July To be referred to committee. 

[AS AT 28 AUGUST 2009] 

Bills Status 
[AS AT 4 SEPTEMBER 2009] 
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