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The Next Public Protector 

On 7 September Minister in The Presidency for National Planning, Trevor 

Manuel, tabled government’s Green Paper on National Strategic Planning  in 

Parliament.  

The Green Paper provides clarity on the function and methodology to be 

adopted by the newly created National Planning Commission. According to 

the Green Paper, the Commission will consist of independent experts and 

strategic thinkers and its purpose is to “prevent government from being 

trapped in its own institutional preconceptions”. Commissioners will be 

expected to ask challenging questions about government’s plans and “not to 

rest until [government] has provided satisfactory responses”.  

 

Parliament’s Ad Hoc Committee to Nominate a Person for Appointment as 

Public Protector has shortlisted the following persons as candidates to suc-

ceed Adv Lawrence Mushwana as Public Protector: 

Mr Mhlaliseni Michael Mthembu 

Ms Thulisile Nomkhosi Madonsela 

Prof Mzamo Alexander Gumbi 

Adv Linda Pienaar 

Adv Audrey Elisa Mpofu 

Adv Mamiki Thabitha Shai 

Adv Mohammed Alli Chicktay 

Adv Loyiso Khanyisa Bunye Mpumlwana  

Interviews will be conducted at Parliament on 15 and 16 September.  
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Policy Paper: Improving Government Performance 

Green Paper on National Strategic Planning 

Complimenting the Green Paper on National Strategic Planning, the Minister 

in The Presidency for Performance Monitoring and Evaluation, Collins 

Chabane  simultaneously  tabled a government position paper on 7 

September titled Improving Performance in Government: Our approach.  

The document describes the Presidency’s  outcomes-based approach to 

performance management, monitoring and evaluation.  It recommends that a 

delivery unit be created in the Presidency to intervene in a few carefully 

selected areas to help improve delivery and to create a model for how this 

can be achieved and replicated elsewhere.  

For details on submitting comments on the abovementioned policy papers 

CLICK HERE. 

 

In Parliament 

Green Papers 

Green Papers are consultative 

documents explaining 

government’s intended policy 

on a particular issue.  

They are published for public 

comment and debate, and 

comments received help 

inform White Papers (a second 

more refined draft of the 

policy) and future legislation 

intended to give effect to the 

Bill.  

 

http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=106567
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=106599
http://www.info.gov.za/issues/planning_performance/index.htm


Responding to a parliamentary question on  the implementation of a pilot 

programme for wage subsidies, the Minister of Finance said that National 

Treasury is currently monitoring the implementation of a pilot experiment.  

The programme is examining the employment effects of a youth wage 

subsidy as part of a larger cross-departmental reference group including the 

Department of Labour, the Presidency and the Department of Social 

Development. In addition, technical aspects of the pilot are being monitored 

by a steering group of leading academics. The initial results of the pilot 

project will be published within 12 months.  

Advancements in Crime Fighting 

Youth Wage Subsidy  

Questions to Cabinet Ministers elicited the following responses this week:  

The implementation of a nationwide E-Docket system has begun with 

143 police stations across the country now able to electronically scan the 

contents of dockets. The system will contribute towards eradicating 

corruption and speeding up the court process by preventing information 

being lost, sold or stolen. Full implementation of the system will be 

complete by March 2014. [Minister of Police]  

The first phase of a National Register for Sex Offenders became 

operational in June 2009. Courts are now required to capture the details 

of persons convicted of sexual offences against children or the disabled 

onto the database. Convictions prior to June 2009 are currently being  

scrutinized and recorded. [Minister of Police] 

After extensive consultation, a General Security Concept has been 

compiled by the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development 

to address 2010 FIFA World Cup security. The Minister did not elaborate 

on the details of the plan but said they were comprehensive in nature, 

addressed all possible contingencies and had been accepted by FIFA.  
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Questions & Answers 

Costing of National Health Insurance  

When questioned by a Member of Parliament on the whether the proposed 

National Health Insurance (NHI)  had been costed, the Minister of Health 

replied in the negative, saying that costing would be done after the 

framework document had been finalised.  

As government intends for the system to be affordable, the issue of costing 

would form part of the consultative process. In the Department’s view, a 

costing exercise at this time would therefore not be appropriate.  

Responses in Figures 

R1.1 billion— current 

total outstanding debt 

owed by municipalities to 

national water boards.  

 

170 000 —the envisaged 

number of  

houses built by the 

Housing Department this year .    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 956—the number of 

houses repossessed in 

the second quarter of 2009  

AND… 

R476 million—the  

value of houses 

repossessed for this  period.    

 



Composition of the NCOP 

The NCOP is composed of ten 

delegates from each of the 

provinces. Each provincial 

delegation consists of: 

Four special delegates 

(the Premier or  designate 

and 3 others)  

Six permanent delegates. 

Provincial delegations are led 

by the Premier or his/her 

delegate. Other  delegates are 

usually drawn from the ranks 

of provincial legislatures.  

Decisions in the NCOP 

Unlike the National Assembly 

where each Member casts an 

individual vote, in the NCOP 

each province has one vote, 

cast on behalf of the province 

by the delegation head.  

Provincial legislatures must 

mandate each vote prior to its 

being cast in the NCOP. 

Agreement is reached when at 

least five provinces vote in 

favour of a question.  

National Council of Provinces  
Strategic  Framework Plan 

The National Council of Provinces’ constitutional mandate is to represent the 

interests of the provinces in the national legislative process and to provide a 

forum for public consideration of issues affecting provinces. The NCOP also 

views harmonizing the interests of the three spheres of government 

(national, provincial and local) as part of its duty.  

On 7 September the NCOP published its strategic Framework Plan to guide its 

work during the Fourth Parliament. Among its aims are strengthening  

relationships with provincial legislatures and local government, who are not 

only key drivers of service delivery, but also play a critical oversight role at  

provincial and municipal level.  

In terms of oversight, the NCOP has prioritised seven service delivery areas to 

monitor over the next three and a half years:  

Agriculture - emerging farmers, food security, water  

Education - infrastructure, teacher qualifications, numeracy and literacy 

levels and safety 

Economic Development - tourism, infrastructure, access to finance, 

SMME development and mining  

Health and Social Development - National Health Insurance 

implementation, infrastructure, human resources, grants, access, 

substance abuse, early childhood development programmes 

Human Settlements - housing and availability of land 

Police - violence against women and children, victim support, substance 

abuse and crime, strengthening Community Policing Forums 

Rural Development and land reform  - infrastructure development, 

speeding up the facilitation of land claims, promotion of rural economy 

and skills 

The NCOP will also implement measures to enhance public participation in its 

processes. This will include strengthening ties with civil society, improving 

feedback to communities, using technology to interact with the public and 

using local government ward committees for public education and 

engagement. 

The NCOP Strategic Framework Plan will inform the strategic plan for 

Parliament (both the National Assembly and the NCOP) for 2009-2014. 
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NCOP Focus 



Who does the Bill affect? 

What does the Bill aim to do? 

How will the Bill affect Business?  

ERRATUM 

Due to an editorial error, 

Parliamentary Newswatch #13 

contained a brief on the 

Protection of Information Bill 

rather than the Protection of 

Personal Information Bill.  

We regret the oversight and 

apologise for any 

inconvenience caused.  

The correct analysis is included 

alongside.  

 

The Bill affects all private and public bodies that collect “personal 

information”, that is, information relating to a person who is alive and can be 

identified.  

 

The Bill aims generally to give effect to the constitutional right to privacy by 

preventing the collection of personal information without the consent of the 

individual concerned (section 10). It also generally prohibits unsolicited 

electronic communications via email, fax, sms or telephony unless prior 

consent has been obtained (s66).  

To oversee the Act, the Bill proposes the establishment of an Information 

Protection Regulator who will have powers of investigation and to whom 

complaints can be referred (s35).  

 

 

 

 

Personal information may now only be collected with the consent of 

individual concerned and if it is necessary for the conclusion of the business 

transaction to which the individual is a party (s10).  

The information must be obtained directly from the person concerned (s11), 

be collected for an explicitly defined purpose (s12) of which the individual is 

made aware (s13)  and may only be kept for as long as it is necessary to 

achieve the purpose for which it was collected (s14). 

The Bill places a number of obligations on business: 

Reasonable steps must be taken to ensure that the information is 

complete and accurate (s16) 

Personal information may only be processed (collected, stored, 

disseminated etc.) if the Regulator has been notified (s17) 

Security measures must be taken to ensure that information is not lost or 

open to unlawful access (s18) 

Breaches of security must be notified to the Regulator and individuals 

concerned, though the latter may be notified via a website notice (s21)  

Individuals may request confirmation free of charge on whether a body 

holds information on them, and (at a reasonable fee) a description of this 

information and the identity of persons who have had access to it (s22) 

 

The Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional Development is 

expected to hold public hearings on the Bill in October. More details on the 

call for submissions will be published in Parliamentary Newswatch once they 

are available.  

FAQ - Protection of Personal Information Bill 
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Download the Bill 

When will public hearings take place? 

http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=105938


Title  
Date of 

Introduction  
Status 

In the National Assembly  

Traditional Courts Bill  

[B15-2008] 
7 July 2009 

Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio Committee:  

Briefing 26 August 2009  

 

Criminal Law (Forensic 

Procedures) A/Bill 

[B2-2009] 

Revived 7 July 2009 Still to be referred to a committee. 

Safety at Sports and Recreational 

Events Bill  

[B7-2009]  

8 July 2009 

Committee Briefed on 11 August. Public Hearings in Parliament 

18-21 August 2009. Hearings in Provinces 7, 9, 11, 14 & 16 

September 2009. 

Constitution  17th A/Bill  

[B8-09] 
13 August 2009 

Referred to Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio 

Committee— committee to set programme. 

Protection of Personal Information Bill 

[B 9-09] 

 

25 August 2009 

 

The Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio 

Committee is expected to advertise call for comments Mid-

September. Public Hearings expected in October. 

Taxation Laws Amendment Bills   

[B10-09] and [B11-09] 
1 September 2009 

Deliberated on 2 September 2009. Finalised by National 

Assembly 10 September 2009.  

In the National Council of Provinces  

National House of Traditional 

Leaders Bill 

[B56B-09] 

Revived 7 July To be referred to committee. 

Cooperative Governance & 

Traditional Affairs 
Revived 7 July To be referred to committee. 

Traditional Leadership & 

Governance Framework 

Amendment Bill 

[B57B-08] 

Revived 7 July To be referred to committee. 

Bills Status 
[AS AT 10 SEPTEMBER 2009] 
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