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Call for Submissions

Shortly after Minister in the Presidency, Trevor Manuel, tabled a Green Paper
on National Strategic planning in Parliament last month, an Ad Hoc
Committee was established to consider the policy paper and report to the
National Assembly. Finance Standing Committee Chairperson, Thaba
Mufamadi, was elected to chair the Ad Hoc Committee.

On Friday, 2 October, the Committee invited members of the public and
interested groups to submit comments on the Green Paper to the
Committee. The deadlines for written submissions is 16 October and public
hearings are expected to take place shortly thereafter. The Committee has
been requested to present its report to the National Assembly by 22 October.

Enquiries and written comments may be directed to the Committee
Secretary, Ms Teboho Sepanya, email: tsepanya@parliament.gov.za, tel: 021
403 3738, fax: 086 519 0436.

Public Hearings: National Strategic Planning Green Paper

National Strategic Planning

According to Minister Manuel, the absence of a coherent and clearly articulated long-term plan
and vision has affected government’s ability to provide clear and consistent policies across
sectors and spheres.

The Green Paper on National Strategic Planning aims to enhance government planning and co-
ordination, with the overall intent of achieving united action on development goals. The Green
Paper proposes the establishment of several new structures:

. National Planning Commission - consisting of intellectuals, leaders and experts from
outside of government, and tasked with producing a draft long-term vision and overarching
plan for the country as a whole. Commissioners will be appointed by the President. The
Minister of National Planning will chair the Commission and provide a link to Cabinet.

. Ministerial Committee on Planning - appointed by the President and chaired by the
Planning Minister, with the President and Deputy President as ex officio members. The
Committee will provide political guidance on the planning process, support the planning
ministry in driving strategic planning and ensure consistency and integration of
programmes across government.

. Ministry of National Planning - responsible for coordinating and leading the planning
process, the Minister will be accountable for the delivery of planning outputs.

L National Planning Secretariat - The Secretariat will support the work of the Minister,
monitor key trends and align planning across government, and establish ties with other
government departments and agencies, spheres of government and NGOs.

The Green Paper envisages Parliament overseeing the planning process by subjecting planning
structures to rigorous scrutiny and ensuring that the long-term vision for the country is
embraced by broader society. The establishment of parliamentary committees to oversee the
Ministry is anticipated.



http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=106567

Taking Parliament to the People

Last month the Labour Portfolio Committee held public hearings at
Parliament on the practice of labour brokering. Submissions were heard from
a wide range of stakeholders, including Business Unity South Africa (BUSA),
trade unions, civil society groups, and labour brokers.

This week, as part of its mandate to facilitate national dialogue and take
Parliament to the people, the Portfolio Committee is touring four provinces
to hear communities’ views on labour brokering.

Public Hearings: Labour Brokering

Schedule for Provincial Hearings

Date & Time Location Venue

Monday,

y Thabong Community Hall,
5 October Welkom, Free State Phillio Smith
16H00 P
Tuesday,
6 October Klerksdorp, North West Jouberton Community Hall
16H00
Wednesday,

¥ . Council Chambers,
7 October Germiston, Gauteng .
Ekurhuleni

17H00
Thursday,
8 October Pietermaritzburg, KZN Winston Churchill Hall

17H00




Lowering Carbon Emissions

Responding to a question from a Member of Parliament on what steps her
department was taking to move South Africa from a high carbon to a low
carbon economy, Minister of Science and Techology, Naledi Pandor,
responded that:

*  Government initiatives took two forms: the development of low-carbon
technologies and the implementation of sectoral actions

* The Department is driving a Technology Localisation Programme to
promote the local development of technologies, bearing in mind that at
times it may be significantly cheaper to source technology elsewhere

¢  Current initiatives supported by the Department include the
development of an electric car, the “Joule” (introduced at the Paris
Autoshow 2008), alternative and renewable energy technologies in the
form of solar, wind, hydro and hydrogen power)

* |In December, at the international climate change summit in Copenhagen,
Srouth frica would push for developed countries to finance interventions

st
by developing countries to deal with climate change.

Parliamentary Questions: Cabinet Responses

Rethinking the Provinces

In a written response on the state of the provinces, Minister of Cooperative
Governance and Traditional Affairs, Sicelo Shiceka, said that no decision has
been taken by government on whether or not to abolish or reduce the num-
ber of provinces.

A policy review initiated by the previous administration, which looked at this
issue in the context of improving governance and delivery, is currently being
considered by government.
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“No”, said the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries when asked by
Parliament whether existing forests can meet SA’s current and future

demand for timber. The demand for timber and timber products has steadily
increased to the point where it outstrips supply.

Supply is currently —13% below where it should be, with government
projections predicting the deficit to grow to —23% by 2030. The Department
has earmarked tracts of land in the Eastern Cape, Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-
Natal for plantation development. The Minister did not elaborate on the
impact, if any, that this would have on the timber deficit projections.




Bills Status

[AS AT 21 SEPTEMBER 2009]

. Date of
Title ) Status
Introduction

In the National Assembly

Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio
Traditional Courts Bill Committee:

7 July 2009
[B15-2008] v Briefing 26 August 2009

Criminal Law (Forensic

Procedures) A/Bill Revived 7 July 2009 Still to be referred to a committee.

[B2-2009]

Safety at Sports and Recreational Committee Briefed on 11 August. Public Hearings in

Events Bill 8 July 2009 Parliament 18-21 August 2009. Hearings in Provinces 7, 9,

[B7-2009] 11, 14 & 16 September 2009.

Constitution 17th A/Bill Referred to Justice and Constitutional Development

13 August 2009 . . .

[B8-09] Portfolio Committee— committee to set programme.

Protection of Personal Information The Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio
i 25 August 2009 . . .

Bill [B 9-09] Committee is expected to advertise call for comments

Mid-September. Public Hearings expected in October.

Taxation Laws Amendment Bills Assented to and signed by the President on 29
1 September 2009
[B10-09] and [B11-09] September 2009

Local Government: Municipal
Rates Property Amendment Bill Referred to Portfolio Committee on Cooperative

15 September 2009
[B12-2009] eptember Governance and Traditional Affairs.

. . Referred to the Portfolio Committee on Justice and
Prevention and Combating of o ]
o . 15 September 2009 Constitutional Development and Select Committee on
Trafficking in Persons Draft Bill . o
Security and Constitutional Development

In the National Council of Provinces

National House of Traditional
Leaders Bill Revived 7 July To be referred to committee.
[B56B-09]

Cooperative Governance &

o . Revived 7 July To be referred to committee.
Traditional Affairs
Traditional Leadership &
Governance Framework . .
Revived 7 July To be referred to committee.

Amendment Bill
[B57B-08]



_/BUSA

NATIONAL OFFICE

First Floor, 3 Gwen Lane, Sandown, 2196

P.O. Box 652807, Benmore, 2010

Tel: +27 11 784-8000/1/2/3 | Fax: +27 (0] 86 609 8248
E:mail: busa@busa.orgza | Website: www.busa.org.za

PARUAMENTARY OFFICE

9 Church Square, 1st Floor Graaffs Trust Bullding
Cape Town, 8001

P.O. Box 3867, Cape Town, BOOD

Tel: +27 214651633 | Fac +27 21 461 5470

Parliamentary Newswatch is produced by the BUSA Parliamentary Office (BPO). Unless stated otherwise all content has been generated
by the Information Manager. The views contained in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of BUSA and anyeisaceurac
i KS | dzii kaINdeftaryNéwgwditch may be freely distributed to members of organised business.

Queries and comments may be submitted to:
Lee Padayachee

Information Manager

BUSA Parliamentary Office

Email: Ipadayachee@bpo.co.za

Tel: 021 465 1633

Fax:021 461 5470

PRESIDENT: Brian Molefe CHAIRMAN: Andre Lamprecht  VICE PRESIDENTS: Frans Barker Penuell Maduna Mthunzi Mdwaba Buble Mthethwa CEO: Jerry Vilakazl




