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Regulations 

The South African Police 

Service is calling for 

comment on Regulations 

ŦƻǊ  5ŜŀƭŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ to 

be published under section 

41 of the Second Hand 

Goods Act of 2009.  

The current process is 

wholly consultative, as the 

Act itself has yet to take 

effect.  

The draft Regulations set 

ƻǳǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎΩ 

associations to follow in 

order to be accredited by 

the National Commissioner 

of Police in terms of the Act.  

Deadline for comments: 15 

November 2009. 

The Department of Communications is calling for comment on a draft Public 

Service Broadcasting Bill, Charter of the Corporation and Charter of 

Community Services, as part of a process to replace the Broadcasting Act of 

1999.  

The draft Bill seeks amongst other things to align public and community 

ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎέΣ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ 

Fund to finance public service broadcasting, to abolish television licence fees, 

and to create a competitive local content industry.  

The closing date for comments is 7 December. To download the documents 

and for details on submitting comments, CLICK HERE. 

New powers for SARS officials 

Revamping Public Broadcasting 

SARS has released the Draft Tax Administration Bill for the first round of 

public comment. Stakeholders have until 26 February 2010 to make 

submissions.  

The Bill is a preliminary step towards a complete rewrite of the Income Tax 

Act of 1962. Generally, the Bill seeks to provide a single legislative framework 

for tax-related administrative procedures, rights and remedies.  

Amongst the changes introduced by the Bill are: 

The introduction of a single registration mechanism for taxpayers of all 

types (section 14) 

The extension of SARS information gathering powers, including the 

authority to request a person to appear at a SARS office to be questioned 

on either their own tax affairs or those of a third person (section 34)  

The power to conduct a search and seizure without a warrant, if a 

warrant cannot be obtained in time to prevent the imminent removal or 

destruction of records (section 55)  

The authority to request police officials to assist in search operations, 

whether with or without a warrant (section 53(5)) and exemptions from 

liability for damage to property caused by SARS or SAPS officials during 

searches (section 53(7)) 

Provisions to allow SARS to seize assets for up to 24 hours while a court is 

approached to prevent the dissipation of assets (section 155) 

Tax practitioners have drawn attention to the subjective nature of the powers 

that the Bill will confer on SARS officials who are not required to be trained in 

the law.  

CƻǊ {!w{Ω 9ȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƻǊȅ aŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛƭƭ ƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ 

comments, CLICK HERE. [Note, this Bill has not yet been tabled at Parliament. 
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Legislation: Call for Comments 

http://www.pmg.org.za/files/gazettes/091016secondhandgoodsregs.pdf
http://www.pmg.org.za/files/gazettes/091016secondhandgoodsregs.pdf
http://www.info.gov.za/view/DownloadFileAction?id=110838
http://www.sars.gov.za/Tools/Documents/DocumentDownload.asp?FileID=52846
http://www.mg.co.za/article/2009-11-06-sars-may-act-as-judge-and-jury
http://www.sars.gov.za/home.asp?pid=52833


Responses in Numbers 

R78.6 billion - 
estimated cost of constructing 

the Medupi power station 
in Lephalale, Limpopo. 

R9 billion - revenue that 

the 2c/kwh levy on fossil 

fuel electricity is 

expected to generate in the 

next 18 months.  

R3.85 million - amount 

allocated to higher 

education institutions for 

infrastructure development 

for the next 3 years.  

15 - the number of 

distressed companies that 

will benefit from R1bn 

financial support from 

the Industrial Development 

Corporation. 

15.5% - the percentage 

that  the rand 

strengthened against the 

US dollar since January this 

year. [And 16% against the 

Chinese Renminbi.] 

Economic Recovery 
The Minister of Economic Development was recently asked by a Member of 

Parliament whether his department was preparing to make use of 

opportunities  created in light of signs of economic recovery from the 

international economic crisis.  

The Minister responded in the affirmative, and listed the following 

ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΥ 

(a) the training layoff scheme, intended to build skills during the period of 

industrial slack; 

(b) support to distressed sectors and companies that is intended to address 

some of the structural problems of the companies concerned; 

(c) competition measures to address collusive practices in a number of 

sectors, in order to ensure that competition is enhanced, with the 

benefits that accrue in the long-term to the economy; 

(d) addressing the problems of customs fraud that has eroded the market-

share of legitimate manufacturers and retailers, the success of which will 

help to spur domestic economic activity; 

(e) Local procurement promotion to provide a long-term reorientation of 

state procurement and provide a spur for private companies to invest in 

new capacity; and 

(f) Local economic development initiatives to help generate strong growth 

and job creation. 
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Eskom Tariff Increases 

The question of whether his Department had done an impact assessment of 

the proposed 45% electricity tariff increase was also posed to the Minister of 

Economic Development.  

He replied that the implications of the Eskom application were being 

considered from three dimensions: 

1. The impact of different tariff increases on economic growth, 

employment, competitiveness and industrial performance, inflation and 

the impact on poor communities; 

2. The demand-management measures that can prudently be factored into 

ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƴŜŜŘǎΤ ŀƴŘ 

3. The need to ensure the resources for a programme to build additional 

energy-generating capacity, including different funding options. 

The research had not yet been concluded and the Minister declined to 

comment further. However, the Minister of Finance will make a submission 

on behalf of government to the regulator by 9 November.  

Parliamentary Questions 



UPDATE: Public Hearings 

Climate Change  

As noted in issue 20 of 

Parliamentary Newswatch, 

Parliament will be hosting 

public hearings on climate 

change on the 17th of 

November.  

Thus far, Business Unity South 

Africa and two constituent 

members - a banking sector 

representative and the 

/ƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ !ƭƭƛŜŘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΩ 

Association -  have indicated 

an intention to make 

representations on behalf of 

business.  

 

Gambling Legislation Review 

The Portfolio Committee on 

Trade and Industry has 

published new dates for public 

hearings on national gambling 

legislation: 

DAY 1:   

09H00, 11 November 2009  

Venue: Room E 249, 2nd Floor, 

National Assembly Wing, 

Parliament.  

 

DAY 2:  

09:00, 17 November 2009. 

(Venue to be confirmed) 

Parliament, Cape Town 
  

How ready are we? 

Local organizing committee CEO, Danny Jor-

daan, briefed Parliament last week on South 

!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмл CLC! ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇΦ  

On progress made, he said: 

The gross capacity for all 10 venues has not 

been finalised but is currently estimated at 

3 701 741 seats 

The most expensive ticket is priced at R6300 (for a seat at the final along 

the pitch) and cheapest at R140 (for a group match seat behind the goal 

posts) 

 FIFA Venue Ticketing Centres, from which all tickets must be collected, 

will open in all host cities and some airports in April 2010 

450 000 visitors are expected  

46 940 rooms have been contracted to accommodate visitors over a col-

ƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ мΣсфтΣмту άǊƻƻƳ ƴƛƎƘǘǎέ - to date, 365,927  room nights 

have been sold 

A hotel room would cost on average of R2 393 per night for the duration 

of the event 

120 000 complimentary tickets will be distributed exclusively to South 

Africans via a Ticket Fund - a first for the FIFA World Cup 

 A Tour Operator Programme has been set up to facilitate organised 

travel to South Africa. Participants have been granted an allocation of 

tickets to offer as part of inclusive travel packages 

All stadiums are on track to be completed in time.  

The Royal Bafokeng stadium, owned by the platinum rich Royal Bafokeng 

community in the North West Province, will be the only privately owned 

stadium used during the World Cup.  

hƴŜ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ нлмл ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ōŜπ

yond the 10 million tourists per year mark. (In 2008, 9.6 million tourists  

visited South Africa) 

Successful hosting of the FIFA World Cup would also put pressure on the 

International Olympic Committee to allow an African city to host the 

games for the first time.  
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In Committees: 2010 World Cup 



Title  
Date of 

Introduction  
Status 

In the National Assembly  

Traditional Courts Bill  

[B15-2008] 
7 July 2009 

Committee briefed 1 September 2009. Statutory deadline:  30 

December 2009 - Committee introduced Bill to extend deadline. 

Permission granted to proceed with introduction of Bill 15 October 

2009. Draft Bill gazetted. Public comments deadline 6 November 

2009. Consideration of Bill by NA: 10 November 2009. 

Criminal Law (Forensic Procedures) A/Bill 

[B2-2009] 
Revived 7 July 2009 

Briefing 7 October 2009. Public hearings 28,30 October & 3 

November 2009. Deliberations 4,6 and 10 November 2009.  

Safety at Sports and Recreational Events 

Bill  

[B7-2009]  

8 July 2009 

Briefed 11 August 2009. Public hearings in Parliament 18-21 August 

2009. Hearings in provinces 10,11,14,15, 16 September 2009 & 6,9 

October 2009. Meeting with Depts. of Sport and Police 13 October 

2009. Deliberations 14 and 21 October. Hearings in Eastern Cape 29 

and 30 October.  Deliberations 11 November. 

Constitution  17th A/Bill  

[B8-09] 
13 August 2009 

Referred to Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio 

Committeeτ committee to set programme. 

Protection of Personal Information Bill [B 

9-09] 

 

25 August 2009 

 

Briefing 6,7 October 2009. Public hearings 13,14 October 2009. 

Consideration of submissions 20,21 October 2009. Deliberations 

27,28 October & 4 November 2009. 

Taxation Laws Amendment Bills   

[B10-09] and [B11-09] 
1 September 2009 Assented to and signed by the President on 29 September 2009 

Local Government: Municipal Rates 

Property Amendment Bill 

[B12-2009] 

 

15 September 2009 
Briefed 15 September 2009. Deliberated 6 October 2009. Passed by 
National Assembly: 15 October 2009. 

Prevention and Combating of  Trafficking 

in Persons Draft Bill 
15 September 2009 

Referred to the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional 

Development and Select Committee on Security and Constitutional 

Development 

Adjustments Appropriation Bill  

[B 13 ς2009]  
27 October 2009 

Briefing by Minister of Finance 28 October 2009. Public hearings 

29,30 October & 2,3,4 November 2009. Consideration of report 6 & 

10 November 2009. Consideration by House: 11 November 2009. 

In the National Council of Provinces  

National House of Traditional Leaders Bill 

[B56B-09] 
Revived 7 July To be referred to committee. 

Cooperative Governance & Traditional 

Affairs 
Revived 7 July To be referred to committee. 

Traditional Leadership & Governance 

Framework Amendment Bill 

[B57B-08] 

Revived 7 July To be referred to committee. 

Bills Status 
[AS AT 5 NOVEMBER 2009] 
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The following Bills were approved at a Cabinet meeting held in Cape Town in October: 

Social Assistance Amendment Bill - approved and will be submitted to Parliament 

for finalisation 

The Community Scheme Ombud Bill - will be gazetted for public comment 

The Sectional Titles Management Bill -  will be gazetted for public comment 

The South African Postbank Bill -  for tabling in Parliament  

Protection from Harassment Bill - for tabling in Parliament. 

Forthcoming Legislation 
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